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Purpose of the Handbook

Welcome to the Huntington Middle School Band! Theurpose of this
handbook is to provide each parent and band studergn understanding
of the policies and procedures of the HMS Band. lyou ever have
guestions, please feel free to contact Mr. Christrgsen or Mr. Alford in
the band office at 542-2252.

MISSION STATEMENT

It is the mission of the Huntington Middle School Bind program to
introduce students to the life-long understandingappreciation, and
learning in the world of music.

BAND PHILOSOPHY

"We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, themasan act, but a habit
—Avristotle

HMS BAND EXPECTATIONS

Do Your Best At All Times!

Practice regularly at home! Students should take there instrument home a
minimum of two days a week! Your parents have sted large amounts of money
in your instrument. You can invest some time affiore

Follow instructions the first time!

Take Pride In The Music You Play And The Band You Ray With!

Respect Yourself and Others Around You!
Do not be Disrespectful, Disruptive, or Destructive

Be prepared and on time.
You will need to have your instrument, a pencil,sieyand any other materials
needed for class every day at your seat.



Be

a good ambassador of Huntington Middle School.

There will be many occasions in which ensemblegpartorming in the public
eye. While in the public eye each band studentilshdo their best to represent
the Huntington with honor. Remember you repref@mtHouston County
School System, Huntington Middle School, Dr. TayMr. Alford, Mr.
Christiansen and every teacher and student at HMS.

Destruction of stands, music, chairs, instrumentstc... will not be tolerated.
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Bandroom Rules

Students will follow all Huntington MS and HCBOHes and policies.
Students will exhibit good rehearsal etiquette.

Students will enter and exit the room in an ordéahion.

Students will be courteous and treat others wispeet.

Students will help to maintain a clean and orgathizendroom and instrument
storage room.

Class Materials

All students are required to have:

Method Book

Metho

6" Grade Band-Essential Elements 2000 Book 1

7" Grade Band-Essential Elements 2000 Book 2

8" Grade Band- Technique and Ensemble Books willrbeigied by the band
Percussion for%7and &' grade will also need two additional method bodRs:
Fresh Approach to Mallet Percussion” and “A Fregip®ach to the Snare
Drum” both by Mark Wessels. Mr. Christiansen widive information
concerning the ordering of these two books.

Music folder (Provided By the Band)

Pencil—please have one pencil that you leave im fader at all times

Paper

Specific Instrument materials—Students should have materials in a timely manner.

Clarinet and Saxophone students will receive inftram concerning the ordering of the
required mouthpieces and ligatures.

Flute: Tuning rod and cleaning swab.

Oboe/Bassoon: Two reeds and cases, case for water (35 mm fise @vorks
well), pipe cleaners, cork grease, and cleaningpsviBassoons must also have a
seat strap.



Clarinets: Hite mouthpiece and Rovner ligature, three (8lsg reed case, cork
grease, and cleaning swab. Mr. Christiansen wifehdetail on purchasing the
mouthpiece and ligature.

SaxophonesWoodwind brand mouthpiece and Rovner ligaturere&h{3) reeds,
reed case, cork grease, and cleaning swab, antkastiap. Mr. Christiansen will
have detail on purchasing the mouthpiece and ligatu

Trumpet: 3c or 5¢c mouthpiece, valve oil, mouthpiece brasid snake.
Instruments should be in good working order. Allves and slides should be
clean and free moving.

Horn: Rotary oil, mouthpiece, and mouthpiece brush.

Trombones: Slides should be clean and free moving. Trombdageps should
use the Slide-o-Mix brand of slide lubricate. @8Ho-Mix comfort or the set is
acceptable)

Baritone/Tuba: Valve oil, mouthpiece, and mouthpiece brush.

Percussion: 7" and & Grade percussionists are required to have alstigkpair
of marimba mallets, xylophone mallets, akid. PERCUSSIONISTS are

responsible for keeping school owned percussioipetgnt clean and in good
working order.

GRADING PROCEDURES

50% Daily participation. (Having all materials, playing to the best of yability, and
passing off required number of pass-off lines)

30% Playing/Written Tests and Computer assessmentslThe number of tests will
vary for each class and grading period. We atherprocess of implementing several
new music computer added instruction programsedlif Theory, Alfred’s Interactive
Musician, and Smart Music. Students will be instied on the number of lessons that
must be completed for each nine week grading period

20% Attendance at band performances Band is a performance art Each band
member is a vital member of the band “team”. Miggdne band member can have a
large effect on the band. An unexcused absenadahd performance will result in the
reduction of his/her grade. Please contact Mrigiihnsen if you foresee a conflict with
a performance date.




*Please note: Any student with a failing grade omheir progress report will need to
have a parent/teacher conference with their parerand Mr. Christiansen to discuss
an improvement plan and/or possible removal from bad.

*If the parent fails to participate in the parent/éeher conference before the nine week
grading period is over, the student will be autontatly removed from band.

ATTENDANCE

It should be known that all Huntington Middle Band students are required
to attend all rehearsals and performances for themprovement of individual
musicianship and therefore the entire band. Failue to attend rehearsals will
jeopardize the student’s privilege to perform withthe band and forfeit any awards
or privileges. If for any reason a student must nds a scheduled rehearsal or
performance, he/she must inform Mr. Christiansen inwriting at least two days
before a rehearsal and one week before a performaec If an emergency arises, you
must inform Mr. Christiansen as soon as possible,na upon your return to school,
you will need to turn in a written excuse. Excusednd unexcused absences are
determined in accordance with the Huntington MiddleSchool Student Handbook.
An unexcused absence for a scheduled rehearsal arformance will constitute a
reduction of the student’s grade.

Football Band

All 8" grade band students that are not involved inlaairt are required to be a
member of the football band. Th8 grade students are the leaders of the band
program. It is our responsibility to support aegnesent our school well.
Membership in the football band is voluntary f8t grade band students™ 7
grade students will be able to participate provitted they are able to perform at
the required musical level.

After-school rehearsals will be held on Tuesdays Hmursdays (3:10 PM-4:10
PM) during the month of August. Attendance is naady

Attendance of all football games and band nightquarance/cookout is
mandatory. Please see the calendar. Games tixfes=school to
approximately 6:45 PM.

Grade Level Concert Bands
Students are required to attend their schedulederts
Concerts: Winter, Pre-festival and Festiva! &hd §' grade bands), and Spring
Concerts




BAND TRIPS

The band takes many trips within the school y@dre band provides transportation
needed on any trip within a 30 mile radius. Anlyewttrip is deemed voluntary and all
expenses will remain the sole responsibility of plaeent.

The following guidelines will be in effect on anyBd Trip. (football games, festival,
band trips, etc..)

All school and band rules apply.

Follow all instruction from teachers and chaperones

Stay seated at all times while the bus is in motion

After arrival, no one exits the bus not wearingdrisier FULL uniform.
Remember that you are representing YOUR band andR'€chool.
Remember you must respect other schools at alstahany school event.
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8" Grade Band Trip
The 8" grade band trip is a privilege. Students thabhoiomeet the following criteria my
not be able be able to participate in the trip.. Ghristiansen will send home complete
details concerning the trip at a later date.

Trip Criteria
1. Maintain an “A” average in band.
2. Attend all performances. No unexcused absences ferformances.
3. Participate in Football band (except for those ehisl that participate in fall
sports)
4. Maintain a good discipline within the school. Ess®e assignments to After-
school detention, ISS, or Crossroads will jeopa&diaur trip privileges.

UNIFORMS

6" Grade Band
“Sunday Dress” for concerts

7" and 8" Grade Bands

Khakis pants (no cargo pants or shorts)Black shoes and aHMS band shirt
(purchased through the school). The pants andssireethe responsibility of the student.
If there is a problem getting any of these, let Nlhristiansen know as soon as possible
so something can be worked out.




